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India is all set to overtake China as the world’s most populous
nation by 2022, according to a new UN report. In 2015, India had
1.311 billion people, according to the UN’s new estimates, against

China’s 1.376 billion, a difference of 65 million.
India was earlier estimated to reach 1.35 billion by 2020, against

China’s 1.43 billion. Only by 2028 was India estimated to have 1.454
billion, against 1.453 billion in China.

If the new projections hold good, India will also be – or continue
to be – far more densely populated than China. India’s population
density is already more than double that of China’s, which has 141
people per sq km against India’s 382 people per sq km.

India’s population ascendancy was first estimated to take place in
2050, then gradually lowered to 2040 and then 2030, said Prof Siva
Raju, Chair of the Centre for Population, Health and Development at
the Tata Institute of Social Sciences in Mumbai.

But the UN’s projections have changed, with China’s population
growth rate decelerating much faster than India’s, which explains why
India will top the world’s list in 2022.

The two giants, China and India, now have 19 percent and 18
percent of the world’s population, states the UN report released on
July 29.

China’s fertility rates – the average number of children a woman
can be expected to bear during her lifetime – have dropped much
lower than India’s, which is why its population is growing less than
India’s.

Overall, India had seen an appreciable decline in its fertility over
the years to 2.48 from 5.9 in 1951, though that process was faster in
China, which had a fertility rate of 6.11 in 1951. India’s higher fertility
contributed to the higher population growth.

Lastly, the population growth of China in recent years was mainly
due to “population momentum” and this will also contribute to the
population growth in India for the coming decades.

Over the last decade, from 2001-2011, India’s population grew at
only 1.64 percent per year against 1.96 percent in previous decade.

Some experts believe that the UN’s revised estimates are just
projections, which may or may not materialise. India’s population will
certainly overtake that of China’s, but the exact year could vary.

In this background, it is time for India to take steps to become
stronger than China in all aspects.



The News You Like | September, 20154

CONTENTS

sit straiGht to
stay away froM
pains

FOCUS

Crooked Cops ..........................5

Property Perils ........................7

Fact File ..................................8

Telangana News ....................10

Cover Story............................12

Tech News..............................20

Inspiring News ......................23

Global News ..........................24

Internet Revolution................25

Fact File ................................26

AP News ................................28

National News .......................31

Jai Ho Ganesha.....................32

Educational News..................44

Terror News ...........................47

Women in Cops......................48

Islam Women .........................49

Business News .......................50

Focus .....................................51

Off Beat .................................55

Weird News............................60
P60

Ganesh
chaturthi

Restoration of
Village Ponds
under Mission

Kakatiya :
Watershed
Approach

TSBDB striving
to conserve
biological
diversity

P57

P53

MicroMax in top 10 list of
world Mobile sellers

P50

P58



The News You Like | September, 2015 5

CROOKED COPS

THE NEWS BUREAU

In what is perceived as a breach to
national security, two personnel
attached to the city intelligence

wing, the Special Branch, facilitated
illegal immigrants from Myanmar
secure Indian Passports.

The duo – constable Basheer
Ahmed and Home Guard S K Saleem
– both attached to passport
verification wing of the special
branch, in collusion with a passport
broker Ahsan Zia Ansari were
nabbed the by the south zone task

force team of the city police two days
after the Independence Day.

According to police, Ahsan, a
native of Mumbai but now residing
at Misrigunj began working as
passport agent after he met one
Mohammed Javeed, a native of

Myanmar but residing at
Shaheennagar. Javeed used to
arrange Aadhar cards for illegal
immigrants of Myanmar at Aadhar
enrolment centre in Moghalpura by
fraudulent means.

Further, Ansari came in touch

with the SB constable Basheer
Ahmed and Home Guard Saleem.
While Saleem used to divert the
verification of passport applications
of illegal immigrants of Myanmar
only to Basheer Ahmed, the SB
constable gave clearance during the
verification thereby facilitating
illegal immigrants secure Indian
Passports. The two SB officials used
to college huge amount from the
passport agent Ansari for this anti-
national and unlawful activity, police
said.

Police said the illegal immigrants
had been visiting Saudi Arabia on the
strength of the Indian Passports
obtained through fraudulent manner.
Investigations are underway to
ascertain the number of passports
secured by illegal immigrants. Police
recovered incriminating documents
and other material from Ansari. 

TWO COPS HELD FOR HELPING
ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS SECURE

INDIAN PASSPORTS



We are aware of several politicians who take refuge with the party in power and .
amass wealth by various dubious means.

Here is one such leader from L.B. Nagar Assembly Constituency in Ranga Reddy district who .
was with Congress as long as it was in power.  He has acquired and grabbed hundreds of acres of.

private and government lands including tanks and water bodies.

He was given a nominated post by the then Congress regime. However, .
he switched his loyalty to TRS and even contested in the last general elections but lost. .

This politician is specialized in amassing lands by all sorts of dubious means in collusion with.
officials, land grabbers and fellow politicians. He acquires small chunks of private patta lands 
in and around Ranga Reddy and Nalgonda districts situated on the outskirts of Hyderabad and 

encroaches government lands, tanks and water bodies.

Then he would develop real estate ventures on the lands and make huge money. 
The TRS government, which talks a lot about protecting water bodies and government lands 

remain silent on the activities of its leader in the L.B. Nagar Assembly Constituency.

This politician was a close follower of a Member of Parliament in Ranga Reddy district, while he is 
now close to a TRS leader holding key ministry in the KCR cabinet.

It is widely perceived that this politician has given eight acres of mango orchard and 
Rs 80 lakh in cash to a prominent leader to get TRS ticket in the general elections.

Police had opened a rowdy sheet against him in the past, but he managed to get is closed 
with the clout he enjoyed among political and official circles.

The News will bring you the startling details along with evidence 
in the coming issues so that voters can make a better judgment the next time 

when he seeks support for himself and his followers.

IS HE A POLITICIAN
OR LAND GRABBER!

COMING UP

The News You Like | September, 20156
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PROPERTY PERILS

THE NEWS BUREAU

Are you planning to buy a
property in and around
Hyderabad! Seek legal

opinion and make doubly sure before
you buy a property, particularly when
it is inherited one, lest you might land
in trouble any time in the future.

Here is a classic example. One C
Rajender purchased a property to an
extent of 425 square yards bearing
H.No.16-11-16/T/20 in survey
number 61 of Teegalguda from B
Jagan. He got the property by way of
gift from his mother B Narsamma,
who inherited the same from her
mother B Ramakka.

Rajender claims he had paid
entire sale consideration of Rs
13,63,500 to Jagan and entered into a
registered agreement of sale-cum-
general power of attorney on May 30,
2005 vide document number 2017 of
2005. 

According to Rajender, 209
square yards of land out of 425 square
yards purchased by him was declared
as excess by ULC authorities.
Consequently, he approached ULC
authorities for regularization and

allotment of surplus land as per
G.O.Ms.No.455. The ULC
authorities regularized the land on
August 30, 2006 for which Rajender
paid Rs 1.2 lakh as regularization fee.

Later, Rajender constructed a
compound wall and erected sheds on
the land and let them out to two
automobile mechanics. While so,
Rajender received summons from a

local court in connection with
a case (O.S.No.6348/06) filed
by none other than Jagan.

Rajender said he was
surprised to see Jagan claiming
possession of the land sold to
him. “I was also shocked to
find that the AGPA executed in
my favour has been cancelled
by way of cancellation deed
vide document number
6833/06 dated 12-12-2006,”
Rajender said adding that the
cancellation deed was
unilateral and without notice to
him and consequently the suit
filed by Jagan has been
dismissed.

Meanwhile, the tenants of
Rajender were forcibly evicted
from the property and the land

was illegally occupied by Mohd.
Moinuddin and his wife Meherunnisa
Begum of Turabnagar, Amberpet,
Hyderabad.

Rajender said Moinuddin and his
wife occupied the property on the
strength of a registered sale deed
dated 11-09-2007 vide document
number 5186/2007 executed by Jagan
and Narsamma in a fraudulent

manner.
The said sale deed executed

in favour of Moinuddin and his
wife is a fraudulent transaction
since Jagan has already sold the
property to me. I have filed a
suit (O.S. No.146/11) against
Jagan, Narsamma, Moinuddin
and Mehrunnisa Begum for
cancellation of the fraudulent
sale deed and recovery of
possession. 

Victim of fraudulent
land transactions

Azampura Sub Registrerar Office
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FACT FILE

THE NEWS BUREAU

Despite heightened vigil and
introducing tougher laws,
sexual assaults on women,

especially on adolescent girls
continue to take place across the
country. Men with evil thoughts take
advantage of the adolescent girl’s
immature mental status to lure them
into their dragnet and commit the
heinous crime.

One such case was reported at
Atmakur (M) police station in
Nalgonda district at around 8.30 am
on August 10, 2015. The Village
Revenue Officer of Raghavapuram
village in Atmakur Mandal told the
police that he had received
information about the body of an

unidentified female lying in the
bushes near Mukkudigutta village.

Police officer on duty at the time
registered a case and alerted the
higher-ups. Soon, Inspector of
Ramannapet took up further
investigation and rushed to the place
where the body was lying. His team
noticed the body was decomposed
and it was not possible to shift the
body to the Bhongir Government
Hospital for an autopsy.

The investigators requested
hospital superintendent to depute a
medical officer for conducting the
autopsy at the spot following whicha
woman medical officer reached the
place and conducted post-mortem
examination. 

Since it was suspected the female

might have been subjected to rape
before killing her, necessary samples
were collected and sent to forensic
science laboratory for analysis.
Thereafter the body was buried in the
nearby land.

A Radio message was sent to all
the police stations in Telangana and
other important areas along with the
photographs of the victim with a
request to inform about any missing
cases  registered with them.

By evening, officials of the Rajiv
Gandhi International Airport Police
Station contacted Atmakur (M)
police saying the photographs of the
victim matched with that of a girl,
who went missing in their
jurisdiction. The next day, an official
from Atmakur (M) police station

bike mechanic
exploits minor

girl sexually,
kills her



reached RGI Airport police
station along with
colourphotographs of the victim
where her family identified the
girl as their family member
aged 15 years. The family told
police that they suspected the
role of a motor bike mechanic R
Raju.

Accordingly, police
launched hunt for the suspect
and caught him on August 14.
During interrogation, the
suspect disclosed that he lured
the minor girl, exploited her
sexually and then killed the girl
to get rid of her.

During interrogation it
emerged that Raju, a native of
Raghavapuram village in
Atmakur (M) mandal had been living
at Abdullapurmet and eked his
livelihood as motor bike mechanic at
Jagadgirigutta. He met the victim
when she visited her maternal uncle’s
house at Abdullapurmet to attend the
funeral of her grandfather. Raju had
earlier developed friendship with the
victim’s maternal uncle as he used to
repair latter’s motor bike.

Subsequently, the victim girl, who
lives in Shamshabad, came to her
uncle’s house along with family for
the rituals of her grandfather.

During this visit, Raju became

close to the victim with an intention
to exploit the girl sexually as his wife
had gone for a delivery. 

During the interrogation the
accused confessed his guilt to he have
committed this offence. Then
recorded his confessional statement
in the presence of panchas i.e. LWs
18 & 19 and seized one pair of the
silver leg chains and one silver ring
of deceased and Rs. 200/- from the
accused in the presence of afore said
panchas, which was extract by him
after the commission of offence. He
managed to drop the girl at her house

in Shamshabad on his motor
bike and gave her his mobile
number.

Since then, the duo had been
in touch over phone and the girl
fell for his false promises of
marrying her. She even went to
Raju’s house on the pretext of
visiting her uncle where the
motor bike mechanic took
advantage of her and had sexual
intercourse with the minor girl.

Later, the girl started
demanding Raju to marry her.
Annoyed with this, he decided
to get rid of her and called the
girl to his house on August 6.
The girl brought with her Rs
3,000 and both of them went to
Valigonda.

Raju assured that he would marry
the girl at Vemulakonda temple the
next day and convinced her to go with
him to his farmland on the outskirts
of Raghavapuram. He took the girl to
Mukkudigutta where he had sex with
the girl twice. Around 5 am the next
day, Raju strangled the girl using her
chunni before robbing silver anklets,
ring and Rs 3,000 from her and
abandoning the body in a cave.
However, police established the role
of Raju in the heinous crime with the
help of eye-witnesses who saw them
going towards Mukkudigutta. 
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TELANGANA NEWS

THE NEWS BUREAU

Every village in Telangana has
a variety of problems
connected with lands. There

are more than seventy five types of
land problems. NALSAR University
of Law in collaboration with
RDI/Landesa has taken several
initiatives in the last one decade in
addressing these problems.

Some of the initiatives include
establishing Land Rights Legal Aid
Clinic at Warangal, training more
than 500 community-based para-
legals who have helped more than 10
lakh poor families, developed
awareness material on land laws and
land records in simple and easy

forms, undertook several research
studies and assisted the state
government in enactment of pro-poor
land laws and drafting of land
policies.

Recently, Registrar of NALSAR
University, Prof. Balakista Reddy,
Director, RDI/Landesa, Sunil Kumar
and Prof. Mallikarjuna along with
others visited Kannayapally and
Akkarajupally villages in Warangal
district. It was noticed during the visit
that every parcel of land in the two
villages has a land problem, every
dalit family has 4-5 land problems.

Balakista Reddy said,
“Suggestions will be given to the
government based on the analysis
devised from the study and the work

done by the Land Centers in
Warangal district so that the state
government can improve land
administration and make necessary
changes in land laws.”

Sunil Kumar said, “Our work in
Warangal district is aimed at
understanding the bottlenecks in
resolving land problems, knowing the
legal needs of the poor, dalit and
women and also piloting viable and
scalable models which will help in
making necessary recommendations
to the governments.”

A team of lawyers comprising
Madhusudhan Reddy, Jeevan,
Abhilash, Sudarshan, Rajesh,
Ramesh and others participated in the
village visits. 

NALSAR, RDI
efforts to solve

land issues
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FOCUS

DR KANDUKURI RAMESH

The Open & Distance learning
experiment, the first of its
kind is made in Telangana by

establishing the first State Open
University in the country which is the
brain child of Prof. G. Ram Reddy.
It is with this expertise only, the
government of India launched the
first National Open University i.e.
Indira Gandhi National Open
University (IGNOU) in 1985 with
Prof. G. Ram Reddy as its founder
Vice-Chancellor.

IGNOU started with only two
academic programmes with 4,528
students on its rolls now grown
beyond expectations.  It has become
the largest Open University in the
world with number of academi
programmes to little over 2.8 million
students, through its 67 Regional
Centres, 2,981 Learner Support
Centres, 21 Schools and few
overseas centres. India ought to be
proud of mega University-widely
acclaimed as an institution of
prestige and repute.

India is becoming young as it is a
home to 19% of the world children
and holding largest number of
youngsters with a population of 356
million in 10-24 years old. The
scenario is like never before and
never again likely to be huge
potential for economic and social
progress. The distance education has
a potential to reach the un-reached
even marginalized and excluded
group such as tribal

population and women.  The
Distance Education works on

multi-dimensional premise.
Working professionals can pursue
studies while on job, and fresher’s
can take up work, draw regular
earnings and pursue studies at the
same time.

The Open University movement
is based on the principles of
egalitarianism, principle of equality
of educational opportunities (barriers
of cast, economy, and gender to be
removed), principle of life-long
learning, principle of flexible
curricula and principle of learning
through communication and
interaction.  Technology is the mover
in the age of globalization.
Incorporating technology mediated
synchronous learning, Virtualization
and Emergence Cyber University of
the need of hour.

Since its inception in 1985,
IGNOU has been identified as trend
setter in designing tailor made
programmes for the job holders, un-
employees, learners etc.  A seamless
education for all is an offer to the un-
reached.  IGNOU is providing
considerable flexibility in entry,
qualification, place, pace and

duration of study to students and it is
also providing education to all Jail
inmates.

Regional Centre at Hyderabad
was established in the year 1987 and
had its jurisdiction over the entire
South India, Pondicherry and
Andaman and Nicobar Islands. Later,
several Regional Centres are
established separately for various
States and Regions and the
jurisdiction at present of the Regional
Centre Hyderabad is confined to the
State of Telangana comprising 10
districts. Within the jurisdiction, a
total number of 116 Learner Support
Centres including partner institutions
under Convergence Scheme are
established. .

In the days to come IGNOU,
Regional Centre would augment skill
knowledge to address the problems
of unemployment in Telangana and
would enhance employable
graduates in Telangana by helping in
T-hub and developing Tech-
Ecosystem which is the dream
project of Telengana State.

(The author is Deputy Director,
IGNOU, Hyderabad)

IGNOU – A Mega University offering
seamless education for all
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Corruption
StinkS in
GHMC GarbaGe 
veHiCleS winG

the garbage
vehicles wing of the
GhMc is stinking with
corruption as the
officials, politicians
and departments
responsible for
preventing corruption
remain mute
spectators to the
ongoing corrupt
activities.
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THE NEWS BUREAU

Greater Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation (GHMC), the
civic body of the state

capital is supposed to be an efficient,
transparent and clean organization to
ensure smooth functioning thereby
enhancing the image of the
Telangana capital. 

However, the present GHMC is
not such an organization. Instead, it
is full of corrupt officials and best
serves the interests influential and
rich. Despite tall claims by the
GHMC Commissioner and the state
government, there is absolutely no
transparency in several matters such
as procurement of material,
execution of development works and
maintenance of its fleet of vehicles,
particularly the fleet of vehicles
deployed for garbage transportation. 

The garbage vehicles wing of the

GHMC is stinking with corruption
as the officials, politicians and
departments responsible for
preventing corruption remain mute
spectators to the ongoing corrupt
activities.

It appears majority officials who

get posted to the garbage vehicle
wing keep themselves busy raking
moolah. The GHMC has more than
1,000 vehicles including three and
four wheelers to load and unload the
garbage on priority basis to maintain
the public health. All the vehicles
will report for repairs required to
vehicle repair centers – Malakpet,
Khairatabad and Kavadiguda -
which function under the control of
the Chief Transport Officer.

Each repair unit is headed by a
Deputy Executive Engineer (DEE),
assisted by an Assistant Engineer
(AE) and Foreman. According to
sources, Foreman, AE and DEE
work in close coordination and
prevent any attempt towards
bringing transparency.

Sources said these three officials
are colluded with the contractors and
workers unions. They not only resort
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COVER STORY
to corruption, misappropriation of
funds but grease the workers unions
to keep them at bay. 

Sources further said that most of
the drivers engaged to drive the
garbage transport vehicles are hired
on outsourced basis. The daily wage
workers earn their bread and butter
at the mercy of the three officials –
Foreman, AE and DEE. Any driver
who opposes the corrupt activities of
the three officials would be denied
work due to which nobody dares to
speak against the three officials.
Taking advantage of the corrupt
activities of their higher-ups, even
many of the drivers engage in illegal
activity such as pilferage of diesel
and sell it at cheaper rates in the
open market. 

According to sources, the three
officials – Foreman, AE and DEE
collude with each other and purchase
inferior quality spares for the
vehicles. In many cases, they even

buy old spares from the old spares
market in Afzalgunj but produce
fake bills in collusion with certain
fictitious dealers and firms.

The three officials conspire
together and even go to the extent of
hiring private vehicles keeping the
GHMC vehicles idle on several

Recommendations of the Vigilance and Enforcement Department vide its
report No. 69 dated 25-09-2011 with respect to the scam related to repairs
and purchase of spares for garbage transportation vehicles of the GHMC

1. The actual requirement of repairs and replacement
of spares should have been identified and examined
by a qualified vehicle inspector, LAE/LME and
also by an automobile engineer with whose
recommendations the repair work is undertaken.
Then only the bogus claims can be put to an end.

2. The records of the observations of repairs should be
maintained by a responsible officer under whom the
repairs are undertaken.

3. These records shall follow with bills through all
stages, till the final payment is made. 

4. Important works should be entrusted to the
permanent employees who are responsible, other
than outsourced sfarr.

5. The commissioner has to form guidelines and
standing orders from time to time to streamline the
system for effective maintenance of vehicles in

repairs and spares.
6. All spares and tyres shall be purchased directly from

authorized spare part dealer and from company
only. 

7. Records of worn out, removed spares should be
maintained properly and auctioned every year.

8. Post of chief transport officer/EE SWM&Tr should
be filled with the automobile engineer.

9. The motor vehicle inspector from transport
department should be deputed every week to all the
three units, to certify the spares used, pass the bills
for new spares as in government department.

10. A third party quality audit shall be entrusted on the
maintenance of vehicle repairs pertaining to
transport wings of GHMC.

However, none of the recommendations except one or
two have been complied with so far. 
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occasions if the old spare parts are
not available in the old spare parts
market. In such cases, the three
officials get huge cuts from those
owners whose vehicles are hired for
the purpose of transportation of
garbage, sources said.

While the three officials –
Foreman, AE and DEE – are directly
responsible for the corrupt activities
at the repairing centres, several other
officials such as accountants, section
officers concerned, the Chief
Transport Officer and some
politicians also get their share in the
moolah, sources said.

Sources further said that the
GHMC has a large fleet of vehicles
and it requires spares, tyres and other
components in huge numbers. So,
the GHMC could directly enter into
a contract with the companies which
supplied the vehicles and entrust
them the task of repairs to vehicles,
supply of spares, tyres and other

components to prevent usage of
inferior quality spares, components
and tyres.

Further, a third party quality
audit agency can be appointed by the
GHMC to inspect the quality of
repairs, spares, components and
tyres used by the company. All these
things are known to the Additional
Commissioner concerned and even
the Commissioner of GHMC, but
they remain mute spectators to the
blatant corrupt practices due to
obvious reasons, sources said.

The higher-ups are prevented and
pressurized by politicians from
taking any action. Besides, the
higher-ups fear any action would
disturb garbage transportation as the
officials working in the vehicle
repairs units are capable of bringing
the garbage vehicles to a halt,
sources said.

The extent of power and
influence enjoyed by some corrupt

officials of the GHMC could be
estimated from the fact that the
recommendations made in
September 2011 by the Vigilance
and Enforcement department to
prevent corruption and ensure
transparency in the repairs of
GHMC vehicles, have not been
implemented even after five years,
sources said.

The sources also said that the
Vigilance and Enforcement probe
dealt only with the peripherals of the
irregularities and mismanagement of
funds leaving aside the gross
corruption and violation of human
rights by the Foreman, AE, DEE and
other higher-ups of the GHMC. 

It is time the higher-ups of the
GHMC and the state government
take concrete steps and end
corruption in the civic body to
ensure transparency and corruption-
free amenities for the citizens of the
state capital. 

Since not a single official was
made responsible and punished
for the mismanagement of funds
so far, a social activist and
president of Jana Sankshema
Sangham, K Venkata Narayana
approached Lokayukta in May
2015 seeking to bring the culprits
to book.
Speaking to The News, Venkata
Narayana said huge fraud worth
Rs 100 crore took place in the
garb of supply of spares and
repairs to vehicles in GHMC. Corrupt officials have
created fictitious dealers with false addresses and
raised fake and fabricated bills worth crores of
rupees.
Bills worth crores of rupees were released in the
names of non-existent automobile spares dealers
such as Bhavani Motors, Venkateswara Auto
Service, Vijaya Durga Automobiles and Sri

Lakshmi Sai Automobiles, he said.
A bank ATM center exists

at the registered address of Bhavani
Motors, while a residential house
address was given for Venkateswara
Auto Service. Further, five firms
were registered in the name of one
person and the same person will
submit five different quotations with
different firm names so that he only
gets the order from the GHMC. All
these things were known to the
GHMC officials but since they are

corrupt, nobody tried to prevent the irregularities,
Venkata Narayana said.
The social activist said he would be rest until the
culprits are brought to book. “I will approach the
High Court if necessary and I will even go to
Supreme Court in this connection to ensure justice
for the citizens of Hyderabad,” Venkata Narayana
said.
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TELANGANA NEWS
THE NEWS BUREAU

The Telangana government has
distributed financial
assistance to 19,328

beneficiaries belonging to Scheduled
Castes so far this financial year as
part of the Kalyana Lakshmi
Scheme. The government has
sanctioned Rs 98.573 crore for the
scheme for the year 2015-16.

During the year 2014-2015,
government sanctioned and released
an amount of Rs 27.418 crore under
this scheme benefiting 5,376
scheduled caste brides.

As against a total target of 31,395
anticipated to be benefited under the
scheme during this financial year, as
many as 22,128 have registered their
applications. The remaining
applications are in the process of
verification and would be sanctioned
after that, a release issued by the
Chief Minister’s office said.

For the year 2015-2016, the
achievement is above 80 percent in
Mahbubnagar (2955 beneficiaries),
Nalgonda (2715 beneficiaries) and
Khammam (1917 beneficiaries);
above 70 percent in Medak (2075
beneficiaries), Adilabad (1891
beneficiaries) and Warangal (2239
beneficiaries); above 60 percent in
Karimnagar (2355 beneficiaries) and
above 50 percent in Nizamabad
(1015 beneficiaries) and Ranga
Reddy (1713 beneficiaries) districts.
The overall achievement in all
districts is 70.48 percent, the release
said.

As far as the beneficiaries
belonging to Scheduled Tribes are
concerned, during 2014-15, an
amount of Rs 12.90 crore was
sanctioned and distributed to 2,530
beneficiaries. During 2015-16 an
amount of Rs 49.50 crore benefiting
9,705 persons has been sanctioned
and distributed.

`277 Cr
RELEASED

FOR
KALYANA
LAKSHMI,
SHADI

MUBARAK
SO FAR
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An amount of Rs 27.55 crore was
sanctioned and distributed to 5,793
beneficiaries during 2014-15, while
Rs 60.60 crore has been released and
distributed during the year 2015-
2016 to 11,882 beneficiaries as on
today under Shadi Mubarak Scheme,
the release said.

Special Secretary to Chief
Minister K Bhoopal Reddy reviewed
the progress of Kalyana Lakshmi
with reference to Scheduled Caste
and Scheduled Tribe beneficiaries as
well as Shadi Mubarak Scheme with
reference to minority welfare.
Kalyana Lakshmi and Shadi
Mubarak are two important schemes
introduced by the government
benefiting unmarried SC, ST and
Minority including Sikhs and
Christian girls below the poverty
line, on their marriage with a view to
alleviate financial distress in the
family.

Under the Scheme, a onetime
financial assistance of Rs 51,000
shall be granted to them. The state
government has kept this scheme
under green channel and simplified
procedures and certificates. For
effective implementation of the
scheme, the Chief Minister has
issued clear instructions to the
authorities that poor families who
will be benefited by the scheme
should not have any hurdles in

obtaining financial assistance. MROs
and RDOs are made responsible to
receive applications and their
verification.

The release further said that the
status of registrations, verifications,
sanctions and amount credited into
the accounts of the beneficiaries is
monitored by concerned departments
every day. As per the ratio of SC, ST
and Minority population in the
districts, physical and financial
targets are fixed for each district and
communicated to the district
collectors and joint directors/deputy
directors in the State.

On the whole, a total amount of
about Rs 277 crore was sanctioned
and released so far under Kalyana
Lakshmi and Shadi Mubarak
Schemes benefiting 54,614 SC, ST
and Minority girls below the poverty
line during 2014-15 and 2015-16.

The status of
registrations,

verifications, sanctions
and amount credited

into the accounts of the
beneficiaries is

monitored by concerned
departments every day
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Aprototype 3D-printed robotic
hand that can be made faster
and more cheaply than

current alternatives is this year's UK
winner of the James Dyson Award.

Joel Gibbard, the creator of the
Open Bionics project says he can 3D-
scan an amputee and build them a
custom-fitted socket and hand in less
than two days. It typically takes
weeks or months to obtain existing
products.

Joel says he aims to start selling
the prosthetics next year. "We have a
device at the lower-end of the pricing
scale and the upper end of
functionality. At the same time it is
very lightweight and it can be
customised for each person,” he told
the BBC.

"The hand is basically a skeleton
with a 'skin' on top. So, we can do
different things to the skin - we can
put patterns on it, we can change the
styling and design. There's quite a lot
of flexibility there."

The 25-year-old inventor intends
to charge customers £2,000 for the
device, including the cost of a fitting.
Although prosthetic arms fitted with
hooks typically can be bought for
similar prices, ones with controllable
fingers are usually sold for between
£20,000 and £60,000.

That cost can sometimes be
prohibitive for children, who usually
need to change their prosthetic once
or twice a year to take account of their
growth.

Open Bionics' hand relies on
myoelectric signals, meaning it
detects muscle movements via
sensors stuck to the owner's skin and
uses them to control its grip. A single
flex of the wearer's muscles opens
and closes the fingers, while a double
flex changes the shape to form a
pinch grip.

Although the user cannot feel
what the fingers are touching, sensors
built into the digits can tell when they
come into contact with an object to
limit the pressure they exert. This
means owners can pick up objects as
fragile as an egg without crushing
them.

However, Joel acknowledges
there are still some limitations to his
design. "We are using lower-cost
motors than they have in high-end
devices, so the overall strength is
lower," he said.

"So, we are testing it with users
and household objects and trying to
come to a compromise that means it
is very affordable and still has enough
power to do most of the stuff that
people want."

The UK engineering prize
includes a £2,220 reward and the
chance to compete for an
international title worth $45,000
(£28,600). 

"Joel Gibbard is to be
congratulated in advancing the
availability of functioning prosthetic
devices at affordable prices,"
commented Miss Barbara Jemec,
founding chair of the British
Foundation for International
Reconstructive Surgery and Training
(BFirst), on learning of the prize.

"Amputees, especially in
developing countries, such as Sierra

Robotic hand for 
amputees for just £2,000



Leone where the civil war left many
upper limb amputees, need to have
access to affordable and durable
prosthetics that work.

"A working hand can make all the
difference between hunger and being
able to work and take care of yourself
and your family. I shall be following
the development with interest."

Open Bionics started as a
bedroom-based crowdfunding project
in 2013, which was supported by
Bristol Robotics Laboratory. Since
then the design has been revised 10
times, and the number of separate
parts radically reduced.

Joel says he can now size up a
user in a matter of minutes using a
tablet equipped with a special sensor,
3D-print the parts in about 40 hours,
and finally fit them together in a
further two hours.

"The original design was
primarily made of different plastic
parts that were screwed and bolted
together along with off-the-shelf
components," he recalls.

"It took a very long time to build,
and because it was all made of plastic
it was subject to a lot of weak points
where it could break. The new design
is made of thermoplastic elastomer,
which is basically a flexible rubbery

plastic.
"So, we are able to print

something in far fewer pieces and
then have flexible joints. That means
it's much more robust to impact
forces and it requires much less
assembly, so there are savings in cost,
time and improvements in
performance."

While the current design only
supports patients whose limb loss is
limited to their forearms, the ultimate
goal is to be able to help those with
above-elbow amputations as well.
The roboticist is currently based in
Los Angeles where his work is being
supported by Walt Disney's Techstars

Accelerator mentorship and
investment programme.

Although he intends to start a
business by selling custom-made
robotic hands in the second half of
2016, the project is also open source
- meaning anyone can share and use
its designs without charge so long as
they in turn share any improvements
they make.

This is not the first time a James
Dyson Award has gone to a robotic
appendage. In 2013, the University of
Pennsylvania's Titan Arm - an
exoskeleton for one arm designed to
help people with back injuries - won
the top prize.
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TEALANGANA NEWS
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Telangana Academy for Skill
and Knowledge (TASK) and
Hitachi Solutions India, a

subsidiary of Hitachi Solutions
America Limited have agreed to
collaborate to achieve a common
objective - 360 Degree Development
program of academia and students by
creating focused training programs
conducted by practitioners and
subject matter erxperts on developing
Technical Skills and Soft Skills.

Hitachi Solutions India
embarked on the journey of
sustainability through its Microsoft
Technology Skills Incubation
Academy in Universities since its
inception in 2013. The genesis of
this incubation academy came from
the crisis of limited availability and
lack of quality skills in the market.

This model of training envisages
involvement of Practitioners from
Hitachi rather than train the trainer

approach as part of university
curriculum across the Engineering
and Management Education streams.
This helps the students get a good
view of business applications early in
their emerging career, gives them
hands-on experience in projects as
internships and it benefits Hitachi to
get a business-ready skilled pool with
an orientation towards enhancing the
employability quotient apart from
saving on resource on-boarding time.

Ananthanarayanan Subramanian
- CEO and MD of Hitachi Solutions
India sees this initiative of TASK as
a pioneering effort and game changer
in improving the quality of students
coming from professional institutions
in urban and rural areas. We are
excited to see the Government of
Telangana step up strategy to such a
high level and this would be a win-
win for Academia and Industry.

Sujiv Nair – CEO of Telangana
Academy for Skill and Knowledge
shared that practitioners from

Hitachi Solutions in Telangana will
be working very closely with TASK
Team on a well thought out
curriculum to share a differentiated
career path for the students and also
enabling placements at the right
place and time.

Hitachi Solutions America helps
its customers to successfully
compete with the largest global
enterprises using powerful, easy-to-
use, and affordable industry
solutions built on Microsoft
Dynamics AX and Microsoft
Dynamics CRM enhanced with
world class Business Analytics, and
Portals and Collaboration.
Recognized as the Microsoft 2014
CRM Global Partner of the Year and
the 2014 Dynamics Global
Outstanding Reseller of the Year,
Hitachi Solutions America provides
global capabilities with regional
offices in United States, the United
Kingdom, Canada, India, Japan,
China, and Asia Pacific. 

sKills incubation proGraM
for enGineerinG students

ananthanarayanan
subramanian - ceo and
Md of hitachi solutions
india sees this initiative of
tasK as a pioneering
effort and game changer
in improving the quality of
students coming from
professional institutions
in urban and rural areas.
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A19-year-old youth, whose
father works as a coolie at
Jodhpur railway station, has

cracked the All India Pre-Medical
Test by securing 285 rank.

Kheraj Choudhary, native of
Sarnu Seemanji village in Barmer
district, did not even have electricity
connection at his home. He studied at
the village school till class VIII after
which his father, Jugataram
Choudhary, took him to Jodhpur for
further studies while he worked as a
coolie at the city's railway station.

Jugataram, who himself holds a
B.Ed degree but started working as a
coolie after failing to secure a
government job, promised his son to
get him admitted in a coaching
institute for the preparation of
medical entrance exam if he secures
more than 75% marks in class XII.

After Kheraj scored 79% marks in
the class XII exam, his father got him
admitted in a coaching institute. "My
father kept his promise and got me
admitted in a coaching institute in
Kota for which he collected the fee
amount from every possible source,"
Kheraj told a news agency.

"I had spent my entire time in
Kota wearing the uniform of the

coaching institute as I did not have
money to buy another pair of
clothes," he said. Overwhelmed with
joy, Kheraj said he owes his success
to his father and teachers. Kheraj is
now hopeful of getting an admission
either in Sawai Man Singh Medical
college or Jodhpur medical college.
The AIPMT results were declared on
August 17.

Coolie's son cracks medical
entrance examination
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Scientists in Russia are baffled
by discovery of tiny creature
with mysterious skull, no neck

and wings near nuclear power plant
The creature with distended skull and
talon-like feet found by a Russian
river looks like something straight
out of the sci-fi film Alien.

Russian researchers said it is
neither fish nor fowl - it has a
mysterious skull and no neck. This
tiny alien has no resemblance to any
animal known.

Local media claim it was found
by two residents next to the River
Kovashi in the Russian town of

Sosnovy Bor, which was built in the
1950s to serve the Leningrad nuclear
power plant.

At first, they thought it may be a
mutant chicken embryo, but
researchers appear to have
discounted that theory, it was
reported by The Daily Express. One
scientist, who was not named, was
quoted as saying: “It seems that this
body is neither fish nor fowl – this
creature has a mysterious skull, no
neck and wings.”

Biologist Yegor Zadereev, from
the Institute of Biophysics in
Krasnoyarsk, also said he was unable
to tell what it was. He said:
“Extensive studies are needed to

determine what kind of creature or
organism it is.”

Scott C Waring, editor of UFO
Sightings Daily, said: “This tiny alien
body was found near a river in Russia
and has no resemblance to any
animal known. Russian scientists are
confused over what it could be and
said they need to wait for the results
of the tests, which are probably DNA
I assume.”

Caption: ET... or mutant chicken
embryo? Scientists are reportedly
stumped by the discovery of this 'tiny
alien body' with a distended skull,
elongated body and talon-like feet
next to a river in the Russian town of
Sosnovy Bor 

alien corpse found 
in russia?
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India has 352 million internet users as on June 30, 2015,
industry body IAMAI has said. Interestingly, 213 million
(over 60 per cent) users accessed the worldwide web

through mobile devices. "Internet in India has reached an
inflection point. The consolidated numbers affirm the fact that
Internet in India has now become inclusive, which augurs well
for the industry and society at large," the Internet and Mobile
Association of India (IAMAI) said in a statement.

The number of Internet users has grown over 26 per cent
from 278 million in October 2014. The number of mobile
Internet users has also grown about 40 per cent from 159
million users in October last year. 

"The Internet in India took more than a decade to move
from 10 million to 100 million and three years from 100 to 200
million. However, it took only a year to move from 200 to 300
million users. Clearly, Internet is mainstream in India today,"
it said. 

India now has 352 million
internet users
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In most cases, illicit affairs lead
to disastrous end, particularly
among the families with rural

background. In each case, some
people end up in prison while one
family will lose the life of one or
more persons. Yet, people do not
mend their ways and make the
lives of their kith and kin
miserable.

In one such incident, a cook-
cum-auto rickshaw driver was
killed last month following his
illicit affair with a married woman.
The auto rickshaw driver was
killed on the outskirts of Medchal
in Cyberabad Police
Commissionerate by none other
than the husband of the woman
with whom he was having an illicit
relationship.

Medchal Police Inspector, K
Shashank Reddy told The News
that the mobile phone call records
of the suspects and the victim
helped the investigators in
establishing the role of the accused

in the murder. 
According to the Inspector, all

the police personnel at the
Medchal police station were just
back after completing their
bandobust duties in view of the
Independence Day celebrations
when they received information

around 1.30 pm that a man was
found murdered on the outskirts of
Medchal.

Shashank Reddy picked up a
team of police personnel and
rushed to the crime scene. Steps
were taken to preserve the crime
scene and clues team was called

phone call
records

help cops
nab

murderers
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for assistance. Preliminary
investigations suggested that the
man was killed using a sharp edged
weapon. After conducting
panchanama, the body was shifted to
Gandhi Hospital Mortuary for an
autopsy.

Even as the investigators were
trying to identify the dead man, two
persons – N Balaiah and N Mallesh
– both auto rickshaw drivers residing
at Pragatinagar – approached
Medchal police on August 19. They
said that they had gone to KPHB
Police Station seeking the
whereabouts of their brother N
Mallaiah, 32, where they were
shown the photograph of the body
found on the outskirts of Medchal,
who happens to be their missing
brother. 

The Medchal Inspector showed
the photographs of the body taken
from the crime scene to make sure
that the dead man was certainly
Mallaiah. Since the dead man was
identified, the Inspector thought it
would now be easy to solve the case.
He asked Balaiah and Mallesh
whether they suspected anyone for
the murder. The duo disclosed that
they suspect the role of N Ramulu
and his wife Balachennamma since
their brother had an illicit affair with
Balachennamma.

The revelation made the job of
the investigators much easier.
However, Shashank Reddy knew it
would not be easy to establish the
role of the suspects even if they were
arrested. So, he asked his team to get
the phone call records of Mallaiah,
Ramulu and Balachennamma.

An analysis of the phone call
records revealed that several calls
were made from Ramulu’s mobile
phone to Mallaiah’s phone not only
on different occasions but calls were
made to Mallaiah on August 14 also,
the day when he went missing. The

Inspector asked his team to step up
efforts to nab the suspects. On
August 24, the police team found
Ramulu, his wife Chennamma and a
couple of others at Public Garden,
Nampally and took them into
custody for questioning.

The suspects were taken to
Medchal police station where they
disclosed to their interrogators the
chilling details of the murder.
Inspector Shashank Reddy said,
“Ramulu bore grudge against
Mallaiah since the latter was having
an illicit affair with his wife. He
threatened his wife that he would kill
her and then commit suicide if she
did not cooperate with him in
eliminating Mallaiah. As a result,
Balachennamma agreed to follow
the directives of her husband.”

Later, Ramulu sought the help of
his brother N Nagaraju and also
requested him to get one more
person for the purpose. Accordingly,
Nagaraju sought the help of his
friend A Mahender. Once he got
assurance from his brother, Ramulu
began implementing his design. He
asked his wife to call Mallaiah and
invite him to Goudavelly village
near Medchal on the pretext that
Ramulu was going out for a few

days on some work and that they
could enjoy at her brother’s house,
the Inspector said.

Believing the information to be
true, Mallaiah reached Medchal and
headed towards the bushes on the
outskirts as directed by his lover.
Even as Mallaiah reached a culvert
on the outskirts of Medchal,
Ramulu, who was waiting along
with Nagaraju and Mahender, pulled
out a knife and stabbed on the right
side of his victim’s waist.

It was then, to his shock,
Balachennamma appeared from
nowhere and sprayed chilli powder
in to the eyes of Ramulu. While
Nagaraju and Mahender pinned him
down, Ramulu slit the throat of
Mallaiah. The four went to
Balachennamma’s brother’s house at
Gowdavelly, stayed there for the
night and they left the place the next
day. Later, the accused threw away
Mallaiah’s mobile phone.

However, it did not take long for
the police to solve the case since the
body was identified in four days and
the victim’s brothers pointed fingers
of suspicion at Ramulu and his wife.
Further, the mobile phone call
records established the role of the
accused beyond any doubt. 
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Andhra Pradesh police is
planning to use drone
cameras to step up

surveillance and prevent red sanders
smuggling in view of its
international ramifications.

In a recent meeting held to
review the law and order situation
in the state, chief minister N
Chandrababu Naidu proposed using
drone cameras or static balloon
cameras which will use unused TV
spectrum under TV White Spaces
Project to mount surveillance on red
sanders smuggling. 

He also asked the police
department to include a facility in
the Abhayam (android) app which
will enable students to register a

complaint through the app to ensure
strict action against those involved
in ragging.

During the review, Naidu
expressed dissatisfaction over the
increase in crimes against women,
economic offences, cybercrimes
and road accidents in the state. “It is
unfortunate that rapes have gone up
by 24.4%, economic offences up by
30%, cybercrimes up from 219 to
433 cases and road accidents up
from 13,747 to 14,018. This shows
that police department has not been
able to do its job properly. Vigilance
and enforcement has to be stringent.
You cannot compromise on the
security of citizens,” the Naidu said
adding that the police have to create
campaigns and make necessary
interventions to educate people.

He also asked for
computerization of data of criminals
in the state. “Integrate the data with
their Aadhar numbers and monitor
activities of criminals even after
their release,” he said adding that
the department has to come out with
an immediate action plan on
criminal management system.

During the meeting, Naidu gave
a green signal to the department to
recruit drivers and fill up the
vacancies in the state. He also gave
a nod for 33 percent reservation for
women in civil police.  Chief
Secretary IYR Krishna Rao, DGP J
V Ramudu, Additional Directors
General of Police R P Thakur, A B
Venkateswar Rao and other senior
officials were present in the
meeting. 

AP to use drone cameras
to keep vigil criminals
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Andhra Pradesh government, which is building its new
capital in Guntur-Vijayawada belt, entered into an
agreement with Tata Trusts last month for community

empowerment and improvement of living standards of people in
264 villages. These villages are in the Vijayawada region.

According to Naidu, Tata Trusts have identified these villages
in Vijayawada Lok Sabha constituency. They are mapped and geo-
tagged for proper development programmes. Tata Trusts have
mapped and geo-tagged almost 2.5 lakh households covering a
million people.

The programme intends to implement interventions in the
thematic areas of bamboo cultivation, fisheries, nutrition and
fortification along with micro planning and village development
based on the Sansad Adarsh Gram Yojana (SAGY).

"I am delighted that Tata Trusts is partnering with Andhra
Pradesh by developing 264 villages. This is the first time such a
huge number of villages are being adopted. This will set an
example in the country as it will be mentored by the industry titan
Ratan Tata," Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu said.

Tata Trusts chairman Ratan Tata said the partnership with
Andhra Pradesh government will be in terms of social activities,
nutrition, health and creating livelihood, etc. 

R Venkataramanan, executive trustee of Tata Trusts, said they
will support the state and administrative bodies in implementation
of "multi-thematic development plan" in 264 villages. 

tata trusts to develop
264 villages in ap
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Andhra Pradesh chief
minister N Chandrababu
Naidu has said that the state

is eminently qualified for Special
Category Status (SCS) by virtue of
unviable nature of the state finances
and also because of economic and
infrastructure backwardness.

Making a statement on the
issue in

the

legislative assembly,
he not only sought
special status but
also a special

package. The chief minister wanted
the centre to support the state till it
achieved a level-playing field
on par with the neighbouring
States.

Trying to throw
more
light

on the

technicalities,
he said that central

government has not
abolished the distinction
between special
category and general
category states. It is
evident from the 14th
finance commission
report that AP would
be the only state,

other than the special
category states that would have
subsisting revenue gap even in

2019-
20, and

potentially
afterwards, Naidu

said.
The case of AP for

special status has become
stronger following the centre’s
decision to recast the centrally-

sponsored schemes. He singled
out the UPA government for the
whimsical manner in which the
united state was divided. He said
the Reorganisation Act and its
hurried implementation created
serious negative consequences to
the new state.

He said the loss of Hyderabad
city, which has been a major source
of revenues to the pre-bifurcated
State, left AP with only 47 per cent
of revenues to support 59 per cent
of the population of the united state.
He expressed his anguish that
different criteria were followed for
division of assets and liabilities
between the two states.

AP is qualified for
special status: Naidu

NEWSAP
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Indian Islamic scholars and clerics
have issued fatwa against the
terror group Islamic State (IS)

and described its acts and actions as
against the basic principles of Islam.

Over 1,050 religious leaders and
Imams have issued a joint fatwa
against IS which has unleashed a
reign of terror in the Middle East,
killing thousands of innocent people.

"Islam shuns violence while IS
perpetuates it," the fatwa said. 

Abdul Rehman Ansari, president
of the Mumbai's Islamic Defence

Cyber Cell, collected the fatwa from
Muslims scholars and leaders over
the past few months. These fatwas
are in 15 volumes, and copies were
sent to UN Secretary General Ban
Ki-moon and other leaders to convey
Indian Muslims' views on IS
activities.

It urged the international
community to take immediate steps
to eliminate this terror group that has
caused mayhem in the region and is
spreading its tentacles in the South
Asian region.

The signatories to the fatwa
include the Shahi Imam of Jama

Masjid Syed Ahmed Bukhari, head
priests of Dargah Ajmer Sharief and
Nizamuddin Aulia, functionaries of
Mumbai's Raza Academy, Mumbai's
Jamait Ulema and the Ulema
Council. Hundreds of imams and
various religious leaders have also
endorsed it.

Ansari said muftis and imams of
all sections and sects of Islam have
condemned the activities of Daesh
and acknowledged it has tarnished
Islam's image. The fatwa was issued
at a time when reports say that IS
mercenaries are trying to lure Indian
youth to join them.

Indian Islamic clerics
issue fatwa againt IS
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Lord for sale!
it’s time for yet another Ganesh festival
and idol makers in the city are busy
giving final touches to the lord. our
photo Journalist p prasad makes round
of the city to catch the lord in different
shapes and sizes. here’s what he brings! 
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Porn watching on internet,
particularly among women, is
on the rise in India. They are
slowly bridging the gap with
their male counterparts who
have traditionally been
leading consumers of sex
online, says a study
undertaken by New York
based news website, The
Daily Beast.

The Daily Beast carried out
the study in collaboration
with popular sex website
Pornhub. It suggested that
Indian women are 30 percent
of the regular visitors to porn
websites now. The figure has
risen from last year, when 26
percent of Indian visitors
were women. The data was
collated from nearly 40
million Pornhub users.

Excessive exposure to
explicit sex on the internet
may result in some of the
persons turning into porn
addicts and hypersexuals,
warn experts. "Obsessive
porn viewing can turn some
into hyper-sexuals and
addicts. This may later lead to
porn dependence or even
promiscuity, leading to
relationship break-ups," says
Dr Manish Jain.

According to Dr Sameer
Malhotra, director (mental
health and behavioural
sciences), too much explicit
porn can be associated with a
need for stronger visual
signals for arousal. "It can
make the act feel too
mechanical. It can also cause
stress in a relationship along
with various other problems
in one's romantic and

personal life," he said.
"There is evidence to

suggest that watching
pornography does result in a
greater objectification of both
men and women," stresses Dr
Samir Parikh, director of
mental health and
behavioural sciences.

Despite several studies
claiming that porn is bad for
your brain and your
relationships, there are other
studies saying that porn does
not cause irrecoverable harm
to the brain or your sex life
and, in fact, it might even be
kind of good for you.

"In a recent paper, two
Danish researchers
concluded from a survey of
688 Danish adults that porn
did not yield any negative
mental or health effects," Dr
Jain said.

Porn
watching
among
women

on the rise
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In fact, the researchers
found a positive correlation
between subject's porn
viewing and increased sexual
satisfaction, as well as self-
reported benefits in other
areas of their lives, he said.

Another recent study by
Pornhub for Mic.com - a New
York-based website focused
on news for millennials -
revealed that while the core
audience for porn is
predominantly male, there
has been a surge in women
porn viewers among the
millennial generation
(those born after 1980)
globally.

"Perhaps if this trend
continues, we will get to
a place where porn is
produced with both male
and female fantasies in
mind," the Mic study
said.

According to the data, 60
percent of porn-watching
millennials watch it on their
smartphones while only 33
percent watch porn on
computers.

Dr Parikh, however, tends
to differ. "There is nothing to
say that pornography is
healthy. At the same time,
depending on the nature of
pornographic viewing, and
that too infrequently, may not
be of concern but either ways
would not be a healthy thing
to do," he said.

"It can also stimulate one's
fantasy and predispose one
towards risky sex behaviour,"
notes Dr Malhotra.

At times, multiple clippings
are used and clubbed to
showcase a prolonged
intercourse in the porn movie.
"This could generate myths
and anxieties with respect to
one's own performance
capabilities," he warns.

In the meantime, a healthy
and mature porn watching is
what experts recommend for
the young women. "Do not
just treat porn for carnal
pleasure but for enhancing
the overall experience of

being together with your
partner," they advise.
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Growth of Muslim popu-
lation more than national

growth rate
THE NEWS BUREAU

India’s total population in 2011
was 121.09 crore, according to a
census report released by the

NDA government last month. The
census figures on religion were
released more than four years after
the data was compiled, while the
caste data is yet to be made public.
There is pressure from political
parties including the RJD, JD (U), SP
and DMK to release the caste census
figures without further delay.

The data on the socioeconomic
status of the population was released

on July 3. The data was put together
in 2011, and the timing of its release
could be crucial ahead of the Bihar
Assembly elections in a few months,
and West Bengal in 2016, as it could
have a bearing on the political
discourse along religious lines.

The Muslim population in India
has grown faster than other religions
and marginally increased overall.
While the proportion of all religions
to the total population has declined,
in the case of Muslims it has
marginally increased by 0.8 per cent.

The community’s growth was

recorded at over 24 per cent, much
more than the national growth rate of
17.7 per cent. With the increase, the
number of Muslims in India touched
17.22 crore in 2011, up from 13.8
crore in 2001. In the same period, the
Hindu population showed a decline
by 0.7 per cent at 96.63 crore. 

Experts claim that efficacy of
family planning methods among
Muslims is lesser as compared to
Hindus and the government needs to
propagate the idea by focusing on
areas where the population growth
rate is higher.
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“Students from the community
medicine department of every
medical college do social work in
rural areas. We have seen during
family planning workshops and field
work, those family methods are not
(prevalent) among the Muslim
community as compared to Hindus,”
said Dr Jugal Kishore, professor of
community medicine, Maulana Azad
Medical College.

Health and family welfare
minister J P Nadda had recently
proposed taking up the task of
population stabilisation in the
country by adopting a mission mode
approach, where focused and
targeted work is being taken up in
states where the numbers are high.

According to Poonam Muttreja,
executive director with the
Population Foundation of India, the
Muslim population is increasing only
in those parts where income and

education levels are low.
“According to our studies, the

Muslim population has seen a dip in
states like Kerala, where Muslims are
well off. In contrast, the community’s
population in states like UP, Bihar,
Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat is
growing at a high rate. We can infer
that population explosion is directly
linked to education and income,” she
said.

As per the religious Census data,
released by the Registrar General and
Census Commissioner, India’s total
population in 2011 was 121.09 crore.

The breakup is: Hindus 96.63
crore (79.8 per cent); Muslims 17.22
crore (14.2 per cent); Christians 2.78
crore (2.3 per cent); Sikhs 2.08 crore
(1.7 per cent); Buddhists 0.84 crore
(0.7 per cent); Jains 0.45 crore (0.4
per cent); other religions and
persuasions (ORP) 0.79 crore (0.7
per cent) and religion not stated 0.29

crore (0.2 per cent). For the first time,
the Hindu population in the country
is below 80 per cent.

The proportion of the Muslim
population to total population has
increased by 0.8 percentage points
(PP) in 2011, the Census data stated.
The proportion of Hindu population
to total population in 2011 has
declined by 0.7 PP; the proportion of
Sikh population has declined by 0.2
PP and Buddhist population has
declined by 0.1 PP during the decade.

There has been no significant
change in the proportion of
Christians and Jains. As per the 2001
Census, India’s total population was
102 crore, of which Hindus
comprised 82.75 crore (80.45 per
cent) and Muslims 13.8 crore (13.4
per cent).

The population growth rate
between 2001 and 2011 was 17.7 per
cent. The Muslim community was
the only one to record a growth rate
higher than the nation’s population
rate. The growth rate of population of
different religious communities in
the same period was: Hindus 16.8 per
cent; Muslims 24.6 per cent;
Christians 15.5 per cent; Sikhs 8.4
per cent; Buddhists 6.1 per cent and
Jains 5.4 per cent.

The Census included six major
religious communities, viz; Hindu,
Muslim, Christian, Sikh, Buddhist
and Jain, besides ‘other religions and
persuasions’ and ‘religion not
stated’.



The News You Like | September, 201540

NATIONAL NEWS

THE NEWS BUREAU

The law commission of India has
recommended that the death penalty
be abolished for all crimes other than
terrorism-related offences and
waging war against the country.

In its report, submitted to the
government by commission
chairman and former Delhi High
Court Chief Justice A P Shah, the 10-
member panel concluded that while
death penalty does not serve the goal
of deterrence any more than life
imprisonment, concern is often
raised that abolition of capital
punishment for terror-related
offences and waging war will affect

national security.
However, three members of the

commission including two
representing the Ministry of Law and
Justice - Law Secretary P K Malhotra
and Legislative Secretary Sanjay
Singh - submitted dissent notes
against the recommendation to
abolish death penalty. The third
dissent note was given by Law
Commission member and former
judge Usha Mehra who referred to
the rights of innocent victims. 

“After many lengthy and detailed
deliberations, it is the view of the
Law Commission that the
administration of death penalty, even
within the restrictive environment of

rarest of rare doctrine, is
constitutionally unsustainable.
Continued administration of death
penalty asks very difficult
constitutional questions… these
questions relate to the miscarriage of
justice, errors, as well as the plight of
the poor and disenfranchised in the
criminal justice system,” the report
stated.

The commission also questioned
the mercy petition system, provided
for under the Constitution, saying,
“The exercise of mercy powers under
Articles 72 and 161 have failed in
acting as the final safeguard against
miscarriage of justice in the
imposition of the death sentence.”

Abolish death
penalty: 
Law Commission
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The Supreme Court has stayed
Rajasthan high court's order
declaring Santhara, a Jain

ritual of voluntary and systematic
fasting to death, as a criminal offence
and issued a notice to centre and the
Rajasthan government.

A division bench of the Rajasthan
High Court, comprising chief justice
Sunil Ambwani and Justice V S
Siradhana on August 10 called the
practice punishable under Section
309 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC).

The high court had declared
Santhara as illegal under section 309
of the IPC (punishment for attempted
suicide). The high court had also held
that any endorsement of Santhara by
the members of the community
amounted to abetment to suicide.

The centuries-old practice of
Santhara has been in the eye of a
storm since 2006 when the case of
93-year-old Keila Devi Hirawat from
Jaipur had international media
debating whether there was any place
for such a ritual in the modern world.

Practised mostly by elders
nearing death or having no desire to
live any more, this ritual demands the
practitioner to even sacrifice drinking
water and is not advisable for young
adults or children.

The ban on the Jain ritual came
after a public interest litigation (PIL)
was filed by human rights activist
and advocate Nikhil Soni a decade
ago. The activist claimed the ritual is
a social evil and should be
considered as suicide.

One of the concerns raised in the
petition was that it is old people, who
usually resort to Santhara, and
allowing an elderly person to suffer
without medical assistance, food and
water is inhuman. Last week, a Jain
body had moved the supreme court
challenging the high court order
declaring the ritual of Santhara or
fasting unto death a penal offence.

"It is a victory of India's

traditions," a petitioner told reporters
outside the apex court. The petition
by Akhil Bharat Varshiya Digambar
Jain Parishad said that Santhara was
not an act to terminate one's life, but
a vow intended to purify the soul
from the karmas and it could not be
equated with the offence of suicide.

"Conceptually, Santhara or
Sallekhana is different from suicide
as this vow is not taken either in
passion or in anger, deceit, etc. It is a
conscious process of spiritual
purification where one does not
desire death but seeks to live his life,
whatever is left of it, in a manner so
as to reduce the influx of karmas,"

the petition said. 
Thousands of Jains had held a

silent march to protest the Rajasthan
high court judgment banning the
religious ritual of fast unto death.
Members of both Shwetambar and
Digambar sects participated in
marches which were held in
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradhesh, Uttar
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Assam and
other states.

Jains argue that it is a voluntary
act of rational thinking and marks the
beginning of a journey of
understanding the inherently painful
and flawed nature of earthly
existence. For millions of Jains in
India, the PIL was a direct violation
of the Indian Constitution's guarantee
of religious freedom.

While opponents of Santhara
equate the practice with suicide and
argue that it is a fundamental breach
of Article 21 of the Indian
Constitution, which guarantees the
right to life, supporters say that the
right to life includes a corresponding
right not to live.

Ban lifted on Jain ritual of
voluntary fasting to death
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BSNL, MTNL
subscriber

base comes down
THE NEWS BUREAU

The total telephone subscriber
base in the country rose
marginally to reach 1.007

billion at the end of June. However,
“the private access service providers
held 91.7 per cent market share of the
wireless subscribers whereas BSNL
and MTNL, the two public sector
undertakings access service
providers, held only 8.2 per cent
share,” Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (TRAI) said.

The wireless tele-density
increased to 77.9 per cent from 77.6
per cent at the end of May. The
subscriber base stood at 1.002 billion
at the end of May, TRAI said. The
wireless base (GSM and CDMA)
rose 0.5 per cent to 981 million at the
end of June from 976 million in May.

In June, a total of 3680,000
subscribers submitted their requests
for mobile number portability. At the
end of June, the wireless base of
Airtel stood at 231 million, Vodafone
at 185 million, Idea at 162 million,
Reliance at 110 million, Tata at 61
million, Aircel at 83 million, Uninor
at 48 million, Sistema Shyam
Teleservices at 8700,000 and
Videocon at 7610,000.

The wireless subscriber base of
BSNL and MTNL stood at 7.73 crore
and 35.47 lakh respectively. Wireless
subscription in urban areas increased
to 563 million at the end of June from

559 million last month and wireless
subscription in rural areas increased
from 417 million to 418 million
during the same period.

West Bengal service area
recorded the highest growth rate in
wireless subscribers during the
reported period whereas Uttar
Pradesh (East), Jammu & Kashmir
and Tamil Nadu (including Chennai)
service areas showed decline in
subscriber base during the month.
TRAI said as per the reports received

from the service providers, the
number of broadband subscribers
increased from 10.49 crore at the end
of May to 10.88 crore at the end of
June with monthly growth rate of
3.71 per cent. Top five service
providers constituted 83.83 per cent
market share of total broadband
subscribers at June end. These service
providers were Bharti Airtel (2.45 cr),
Vodafone (2.20 cr), BSNL (1.82 cr),
Idea Cellular (1.66 cr) and Reliance
Communications Group (97.4 lakh).
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India had planned a covert
operation to take down
underworld don Dawood

Ibrahim, but the operation was
compromised by some Mumbai
police officials.

These are the explosive
revelations made by former Home
Secretary and now BJP leader RK
Singh in an interview to a television
channel recently. RK Singh revealed
details of how corrupt elements of the
Mumbai police foiled a secret
operation to take down Dawood.

The operation was launched when
Atal Bihari Vajpayee was the prime
minister and current National
Security Advisor Ajit Doval was at
the IB. The Indian government had
roped in some elements from the
Chota Rajan gang and they were
being trained at a secret location
outside Maharashtra.

But Mumbai Police officials who
were in touch with D-company
landed up at the training camp with
arrest warrants for the covert
operatives who had been engaged by
India. The entire operation to take
down Dawood failed due to these
rogue elements in Mumbai police.

This is the first time that there is
confirmation of a botched covert
operation to take down Dawood by
someone who has held a position of
authority. Noting that Dawood and
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) chief Hafiz
Saeed were protected by Pakistani
forces, Singh said a secret operation
must be carried out in the manner the
United States did to kill terrorists

Osama bin Laden and Mullah Omar.
He added that Pakistan will never

admit that Dawood is in Pakistan.
Similarly, it will shamelessly deny the
presence of other terrorists despite
funding and training these terror
groups on its soil.

“India must repeat the Myanmar
operation in Pakistan,” he maintained
and added that if one operation fails,
the government shouldn't be
disheartened but launch another
operation right away. Singh said
Modi's advisors are not giving him
the right advice on this issue.

“Nothing will be continued from
page one achieved by handing over
dossiers to Pakistan. It is globally
recognised as a snake pit. We can’t
depend on the US to fight India’s
battles. India has to fight its own
enemies,” Singh said.

Singh also said the neighbouring
country needs to be wise and avert a
possible war by not shielding a
terrorist.  “Pakistan has to calculate
the cost of a war. I don’t think
Pakistan is such a big fool that it
would engage in a war with India,” he
said.

“If America sees any threat from

Pakistan, it will act. Similarly, Israel
can kill its enemies. We need to
develop this mentality,” he added. 

The retired bureaucrat alleged that
specially-trained private security men
comprising mostly ex-army men
protect Dawood in Pakistan under the
supervision of the ISI. Coming down
heavily on Pakistan, Singh said India
must stop dialogue with its neighbor
and instead deal with the situation in
a strategic manner.

“Pakistan believes in a constant
war with India. We have the
capability to hit back hard. Any
dialogue with Pakistan is futile. For a
discredited country like Pakistan,
dialogue process is an opportunity to
regain its credibility and strike parity
with India,” Singh said.

He said the elected government in
the neighbouring country had no
control over its military force and the
ISI. Singh lauded the central
government’s firm stand on
separatists in Kashmir. He said the
Pakistani government was using
separatists to claim in international
platform that it has the support of a
section of people in Jammu and
Kashmir.

Launch yet another secret
operation to kill Dawood
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The Delhi government has
ordered implementation of
25% reservation for poor

children in play schools and creches,
which are running on land allotted at
concessional rates by the
government.

Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia issued directives for
implementation of the quota for
children of economically weaker
section (EWS) in all play schools.

In November last year, the Delhi
High Court had slammed the state
government for failing to devise any
mechanism to ensure 25%

reservation to poor children in play
schools. Schools will be required to
display this information on notice
boards as well as on their websites.
The notice boards should be kept at
places where they are visible to more
public, the Delhi Government said in
a statement.

Schools cannot charge the EWS

implement 25% quota
for poor children: Delhi

Govt. to playschools
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quota students any fee for registration
or prospectus. If they are not able to
admit any applicant under the quota
the schools will be required to give an
explanation for the same, it further
said.

Regarding rules for distance of
play school from applicant's
residence, the government has said
that the norms detailed under Right to
Education (RTE) Act for entry-level
classes will be followed.

If the number of applicants is
more than number of seats the
admissions will be done through draw
of lots procedure, Manish Sisodia
said.

"The school will be required to
communicate to the parents the date
of lottery procedure and it will
conducted in presence of parents. The

draw of lots procedure will be
concluded only after receiving
signature of at least five parents and
all the related documents will be
secured for future reference," he said.

The schools will not be permitted
to hold any interview, counseling,
written or oral examination of either
the parents or children for admission
to play schools, creches or pre
primary schools, he said. 

The Delhi High Court had
slammed the government for failing
to devise any mechanism to ensure 25
percent reservation to poor children
in play schools running on land
allotted at concessional rates.

Hearing a plea filed by an NGO,
Justice for All, which sought
implementation of RTE Act in play
schools and nurseries, saying they are

allotted land by DDA at concessional
rates, a bench of Chief Justice G
Rohini and Justice Rajiv Sahai
Endlaw had also directed the
Directorate of Education (DoE) to
ensure that all schools, which have
been allotted land, abide by the
provision.

It had further ordered DoE that if
any such school is found in breach of
the above then DDA should be
immediately intimated.

RTE Act, 2009 mandates every
recognised school imparting
elementary education to admit to the
extent of at least 25 per cent of the
strength, children belonging to
weaker sections and disadvantaged
group in the neighbourhood and
provide free and compulsory
education to them.
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More than half of Indian
students do not possess the
skills required for

employment even as they are
educated, a recent survey has
revealed.

About 57 per cent of students in
the country are educated but not
adequately prepared for employment,
the survey stated. 

The survey also said that 75 per

cent teachers have called for
restructuring of course curriculum in
collaboration with industry.

'The Pearson Voice of Teacher
Survey' also found that teachers in
Delhi do not think that the education
system in the country is providing
holistic education to students.

"Only 46 per cent of teachers in
the capital feel that education system
is providing holistic education," it
said.

The survey is an annual initiative

of Pearson, an education initiative
company. The survey represents
views of 5,387 teachers across
schools and higher education
institutions in over 527 cities in the
country.

The survey was conducted
between July and August 2015. This
is the third edition of the survey.

52 per cent of teachers believe
that India's Education Assessment
Framework lacks specific action
points for teachers and parents to
enable holistic education.

Dissatisfaction with the
assessment system in India is much
higher at Higher Education level (60
per cent) than School level (43 per
cent), the survey said.

According to the survey, over 66
per cent teachers recommend
provision of computer and internet
connectivity across institutions and
62 per cent said that installation of
smart boards is a key requirement for
integration of ICT in the education
system.

More than
half of
Indian
students
not fit for
employment
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Pakistani terrorist Mohammed
Naved Yakub, who was caught
alive after the August 5

terrorist attack on a BSF convoy in
Udhampur, was sent by Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT) chief Hafiz Saeed’s son
Talha for a major strike in Jammu &
Kashmir.

Disclosing their plans to his
interrogators, Naved said that his
four-member group comprising
Noman, the terrorist who was killed
in the encounter at Samroli on August
5, Ukasha and Mohammad Bhai, set
off from Halan on May 27.

They crossed into the Gulmarg
sector of Kashmir on June 2 after
cutting the fencing at Fajja Top. The
group reached Babarishi Gulmarg on
June 7 with the help of GPS.

On the same day, a Kashmiri
terrorist of LeT, Ashiq Hussain Bhat
alias Obaida of Chursu, Awantipora,
received the group in Babarishi area.
He called Showkat of Khadermooh
village to Tangmarg. The
interrogation report says that on June
9, Showkat left for Khadermooh with
the four Pakistani militants.

Naved has disclosed that his
group stayed at the houses of Javed
and Fayaz at Chursu, on Srinagar-
Jammu highway, for four days before
shifting to Kakpora and Khadermooh.

After staying in Kakpora for three
days, the group shifted to LeT’s
hideout in the Khrew forest area and
stayed there for 40 days. He claimed
that three fresh recruits joined his
group there and many South
Kashmir-based militants visited the

hideout during the month of Ramzan.
A local LeT terrorist Talib Shah,

who was later killed in an encounter
with the army and the police, also
accompanied the group. Naved and
other terrorists also met an important
contact called 'Mantri' who looked
after their planning and movement.
Another contact called Tanna
arranged the vehicle of one Riyaz of
Khaderpora and went to Lal Chowk
in Srinagar to receive money from a
shopkeeper.

NIA, along with the Jammu &
Kashmir Police, are now looking for
Mantri, Tanna and the Lal Chowk
shopkeeper. About a week before the
Samroli action, Naved and Abu
Dujana, the number-two LeT man in
the Valley, were guided from Kakpora
to Khudwani village by Tanna and
another local militant Hamza.

They stayed at the house of one
Riyaz, who runs a welding shop near

the school at Redwani. It was there
that they met with the Kashmir chief
of LeT, a Pakistani militant most
wanted in South Kashmir. While
Tanna and Hamza went back to
Pulwama, LeT handler Qasim
assigned the group a high-profile
fidayeen attack in Jammu region. 

During a six-day stay in
Khudwani, they also met Talha,
Momin alias Kachru, Muzamil and a
civilian contact, Feroz Zargar. Naved
disclosed that he, Noman and Majid
left for Jammu in a truck.

Two BSF men were killed and 14
others injured in the fidayeen attack.
The Jammu & Kashmir Police and
army are now carrying out search
operations across the valley to nab the
remaining LeT handlers from the
sleeper cell. Areas near the LoC and
Intelligence Bureau are also on high
alert. 

Terrorist Naved was
sent by son of LeT chief
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Women comprise merely
6.11 percent of India’s
police forces because of

gender bias, stereotyping and
segmentation of duties, according to
a latest report.

The report on women cops in
South Asia titled ‘Rough Roads to
Equality – Women Police in South
Asia’ has claimed that around 1.05
lakh women are part of the country’s
22.83 lakh police personnel.

The report is the outcome of a
study conducted by the
Commonwealth Human Rights
Initiative (CHRI). Other South Asian
Countries in the study were
Bangladesh, Maldives and Pakistan.

Kerala, Haryana, Meghalaya,
Rajasthan and Jharkhand in India
were the focus of the study.
Chandigarh tops the chart with 14.16
per cent women in the police force,
while Assam is at the bottom with just
0.93 per cent.

Chandigarh has the highest

number of women police personnel
whereas no female officer heads any
of Kerala’s 475 police stations where
100 percent literacy has been
achieved.

Study co-editor Devika Prasad
says, “Despite the Ministry of Home
Affairs having set a target of
increasing women’s representation to
33 per cent in police force, the ground
situation in India remains abysmal.”

“There’s still no common cadre
for recruiting constables. Separate
posts for women are often very less
and it also affects their promotion.
Infrastructural deficiencies, namely
lack of toilets for women, also hinder
any attempt to increase the abysmally
low presence of women. Many police
stations in India do not have toilets at
all,” she said.

During the study, a respondent
said: “Women police commonly
perceive gender discrimination
regarding allocation of duties.”

Another respondent said: “There
is a mentality of discrimination ... no
one has an issue if a male constable

in the line of duty is useless or lies
around drunk. But everyone has a
problem if a woman asks for leave.”

One respondent said: “It is
difficult to be on duty 24 hours –
particularly when there are less
facilities available to us.”

There are different maternity
entitlement rules. Central government
employees get maternity leave of up
to 180 days and child care leave up to
two years anytime during their entire
service till the child turns 18 years of
age.

At the state level, maternity leave
varies from 135 to 180 days across
states, while the two-year leave is
rare.

The report analysed the situation
of women in policing in Bangladesh,
India, Maldives and Pakistan and
found the region fares poorly in terms
of representation of women.

The study found the number of
women cops in Bangladesh to be 4.6
per cent; Maldives 7.4 per cent and
Pakistan 0.9 per cent as of 2014-
2015.

Women comprise just 
6.11% in Indian Police force
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Most of Muslim women in India want a complete ban on oral and
unilateral divorce, a survey conducted by an NGO that fights
for the rights of the community revealed.

About 92.1 percent of women wanted a total ban on oral and unilateral
talaq, while 75.5 percent women want the age of marriage to be above 18
years for girls and 93 percent favoured an arbitration process to be
mandatory before divorce.

The findings of the survey by the Bharatiya Muslim Mahila Andolan
(BMMA) were released last month.  Muslim women have also
unequivocally opposed polygamy, with 91.7 percent saying they do not
want their husbands to marry another woman in the subsistence of first
marriage. Indian Muslim women have expressed concern over divorce
through social media platforms such as Skype and Facebook. The divorce
is instant and binding. The study of 4,499 respondents, or 95.5 percent,
have also revealed that these women have not heard of the All India
Muslim Personal Law Board.

The survey, which covered states like West Bengal, Maharashtra, Bihar
and Jharkhand found that 53.2 percent of the women interviewed have
faced domestic violence. Most of the respondents live in poverty and half
of the numbers polled have faced domestic violence.

“This is a very important finding which suggests that women want an
elaborate codified law based on the Quranic justice framework to cover
matters such as age of marriage, divorce, polygamy, maintenance and
custody of children,” the Hindustan Times quoted Mumbai-based
Noorjehan Safia Niaz, who along with Zakia Soman conducted the survey. 

"In 2014, of the 235 cases that came to women Sharia adalats that we
run, 80% were of oral talaq,'' Soman said. BMMA plans to take the issue
up with the government, Law Commission and the National Commission
for Women.

Majority Muslim women in India
want a total ban on oral talaq

Here are some other highlights
from the survey:

88.3% want Talak-e-Ahsan to be
the method of divorce.

93% want arbitration process to
be mandatory before divorce.

72.3% want the arbitration
process to be between 3 to 6
months.

88.5% want the qazi to be
punished who sends notice of
oral divorce.

The annual income of 73.1% of
the families is below Rs.50,000.

55.3% have married before the
age of 18.

46.5% of the women surveyed
have 1 or 2 children.

53.2% of the surveyed women
have faced domestic violence.

78.7% of the women are home
makers.

95.5%, i.e., 4499 women have
not heard of the All India Muslim
Personal Law Board.

88.9% want women to retain the
custody of children after divorce.

95.6% want ex-husband to pay
for children’s maintenance even
if she holds their custody.

92.7% want consent and well
being of the child to be the
deciding factor for custody.

79.8% want the adopted child to
be treated as a natural heir to the
property.
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It is a Make in India story of a
different kind. Indian mobile
phone maker Micromax

features on the list at the 10th
spot with 9.9 million units sold
in the April-June 2015 quarter.

Samsung remains the top-
selling smartphone brand in the
world between the months of
April and June, despite having
lost market share (21.9%
against 26.2% in 2014) to
Apple, which gained some
ground (+2.4 points of
market share) and Chinese
manufacturers Huawei (+1.7
points) and Xiaomi (+0.6
points).

In all, Samsung sold 72
million smartphones during this
period compared to 48 million for
Apple. Huawei (25.8 million),
Lenovo (16.4 million) and Xiaomi
(16 million) complete the top five.

Meanwhile, Microsoft's market
share dipped from 9.9% (43.8
million units) in the corresponding
quarter last year to 6.2%, while
Micromax registered a rise from

1.9% (8.6 million units) to 2.2%. In
spite of its Windows platform
accounting for a mere 2.5% of the
worldwide smartphone sales,
Microsoft's Asha range of feature
phones still remains popular in
developing world at a declining rate.

According to Gartner, nearly 330
million smartphones were sold
worldwide in the second quarter of

2015. Representing a 13.5%
increase compared to the same
period one year earlier, the
numbers nevertheless reveal the
slowest progression recorded
since 2013. All models
combined (not only
smartphones), Samsung has
sold 88 million mobile phones
across the globe in the second
quarter, far ahead of Apple (48
million), Microsoft (27.6
million), Huawei (26.1
million) and LG (17.6
million).

Figures show that
vendors, who are focused on
the emerging markets, such
as Huawei, ZTE, TCL
Communication and

Micromax, benefited from high
demand in these markets, while
global vendors such as Sony,
Samsung and HTC struggled to
achieve growth at the high end of the
market.

The worldwide sales of
smartphones in the second quarter
also grew at the slowest pace since
2013 as sales in China declined for
the first time. Regarding operating
systems, Android and iOS together
hold almost 95% of all smartphone
sales. Google's operating system
represents 82.2% of global
smartphone sales (-1.6 points)
against 14.6% for iOS (+2.4 points).
Windows Phone and Blackberry are
nowhere near the same figures with,
respectively, 2.5% (-0.3 points) and
0.3% (-0.4 points) of the global
market share.

Micromax in top 10 list of
world mobile sellers
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Insurance companies in the two
Telugu states – Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana – have disbursed

the first claims of Pradhan Mantri
Suraksha Bima Yojana (PMSBY).

Regional Manager of United India
Insurance Company, Chitra R Sekhar
said they have received a claim related
to Ambajipeta and the same was
settled in a speedy manner.

She said one K Subramanyam of
Musapally village, who was earning
his livelihood by taking agricultural
land of two acres on lease had given
his consent to join PMSBY on May
28, 2015 at Andhra Bank, Ambajipeta
branch. On June 1, 2015 he was hit by
a lightening while working on the
farmland and was declared dead on
being brought to a hospital. The
insurance company received papers
related the claim on June 24 and the
claim was settled on July 3.

As per the guidelines of the
Ministry, a meeting was conducted at
Musapally Village, East Godavari
District in Andhra Pradesh where
nearly 200 villagers attended the
meeting. The cheque was presented to
late Subramanyam’s wife K Ganga
Bhavani.

In another case, MLA and former
Mayor of Hyderabad, Teegala
Krishna Reddy presented a cheque to
Hamsamma on July 9, 2015. The
PMSBY policy with Syndicate Bank
was taken by C Narasimha Goud,
who later died in a road accident. The
claim was settled in just seven days,

Chitra said. Speaking to The News,
Andhra Bank General Manager, D
Dugra Prasad, incharge of the
insurance schemes in the two Telugu
states said the bank could convince 40
lakh people to subscribe for the
PMSBY scheme.

He, however, said the number was
very small compared to the target and
the benefits available from the
scheme. He blamed lack of awareness

among the people for the poor
response for such a good scheme.

He said the scheme will be a one
year cover, renewable from year to
year, Accident Insurance Scheme
offering accidental death and
disability cover for death or disability
on account of an accident.

“All savings bank account holders
in the age 18 to 70 years in
participating banks will be entitled to
join. In case of multiple saving bank
accounts held by an individual in one
or different banks, the person would
be eligible to join the scheme through
one savings bank account only,”
Durga Prasad said.

The general manager sought to
clarify various doubts that arise
among the people and explained about
the scheme in detail. He also appealed
to people to make use of the scheme
and join as members since the last
date has been extended till September
30, 2015.
What is the nature of the

scheme?
The scheme will be a one year

cover Personal Accident Insurance
Scheme, renewable from year to year,
offering protection against death or

PMSBY claims being
settled immediately
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disability due to accident.
What would be the benefits

under the scheme and premium
payable?

The benefits are as under:
1. On Death of the policy holder Rs

2 Lakh will be given to his
dependents

2. Rs 2 lakh in the event of total and
irrecoverable loss of both eyes or
loss of use of both hands or feet or
loss of sight of one eye and loss of
use of hand or foot

3. Rs 1 lakh in the event of total and
irrecoverable loss of sight of one
eye or loss of use of one hand or
foot 
Premium payable is Rs.12/- per
annum per member.

How will the premium be paid?
The premium will be deducted

from the account holder’s savings
bank account through ‘auto debit’
facility in one installment, as per the
option to be given on enrolment.
Members may also give one-time
mandate for auto-debit every year till
the scheme is in force, subject to re-
calibration that may be deemed
necessary on review of experience of
the scheme from year to year.
Who will offer / administer the

scheme?
The scheme would be offered /

administered through the Public
Sector General Insurance Companies
(PSGICs) and other General
Insurance companies(HDFC Bank
partner for this scheme is United India
Insurance Cos. Ltd.) willing to offer
the product with necessary approvals
on similar terms, in collaboration with
participating Banks.

Participating banks will be free to
engage any such general insurance
company for implementing the

scheme for their subscribers.
Who will be eligible to

subscribe?
All savings bank account holders

in the age 18 to 70 years in
participating banks will be entitled to
join. In case of multiple saving bank
accounts held by an individual in one
or different banks, the person would
be eligible to join the scheme through
one savings bank account only.

What is the enrolment period
and modality?

Initially on launch for the cover

period from 1st June 2015 to 31st
May 2016 subscribers are expected to
enroll and give their auto-debit option
by 31st May 2015, extendable up to
31st August 2015. Enrolment
subsequent to this date may be
possible prospectively on payment of
full annual payment, subject to
conditions that may be laid down.

Subscribers who wish to continue
beyond the first year will be expected
to give their consent for auto-debit
before each successive May 31st for
successive years. Delayed renewal
subsequent to this date may be
possible on payment of full annual
premium, subject to conditions that
may be laid down.
Can eligible individuals who fail

to join the scheme in the initial year
join in subsequent years?

Yes, on payment of premium
through auto-debit. New eligible
entrants in future years can also join
accordingly.
Can individuals who leave the

scheme rejoin?
Individuals who exit the scheme at

any point may re-join the scheme in
future years by paying the annual
premium, subject to conditions that
may be laid down.
Who would be the Master policy

holder for the scheme?
Participating Banks will be the

Master policy holders. A simple and
subscriber friendly administration &
claim settlement process shall be
finalized by PSGICs / chosen
insurance company in consultation

with the participating bank(HDFC
Bank partner for this scheme is United
India Insurance Cos. Ltd.).
When can the accident cover

assurance terminate?
The accident coverof the member

shall terminate / be restricted
accordingly on any of the following
events:

On attaining age 70 years (age
neared birth day).

Closure of account with the Bank
or insufficiency of balance to keep the
insurance in force.

In case a member is covered
through more than one account and
premium is received by the insurance
company inadvertently, insurance
cover will be restricted to one account
and the premium shall be liable to be
forfeited.
Will this cover be in addition to

cover under any other insurance
scheme the subscriber may be
covered under?

Yes. 
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India is to feed 1.7 billion people
by 2050 with ever-depleting soil
and water resources. The

disturbance of land-vegetation-
climate balance by anthropogenic
activities has led to decreased water
resources and degradation of soil. The
disturbed water cycle due to
increasing runoffs and changing
climatic conditions has initiated a

situation of water scarcity which is
going to aggravate in future times.
Since most of our agriculture is
dependent on rains, the disturbed
water cycle is and will be affecting
our agricultural production. The
demand for non-agricultural sectors
is expected to increase in future due
to rapid industrial development which
could be at the cost of water meant
for agricultural sector. This
necessitates catching every drop of
rain water and storing it in tanks,
ponds and lakes for its potential use
in various sectors including
agriculture.

Tanks, ponds and lakes have
traditionally played an important role
in irrigation, drinking water supply,
hydropower, ecology, tourism,
culture and domestic use. Tank
irrigation has huge bearing on
generation of agricultural growth,

poverty reduction and rural
employment. The sheer size of
command area under tank irrigation
makes it a large centre of agricultural
production and provides a critical
opportunity for commercial
agriculture through market linkages.

There are number of reasons, like
shifting away from community based
tank system to individual beneficiary
oriented ground water dependent
system, encroachments, silting,
population pressure, conversion of
water bodies into various land use
practices are responsible for the
deterioration of these water bodies.
Such unwanted situations resulted in
the destruction of age-old water
conservation systems along with
chains of tanks and drainage network
systems.  Destruction of natural
drainage systems leads to poor and nil
maintenance of tanks and become

Restoration of Village Ponds
under Mission Kakatiya :

Watershed Approach

PROF M ANJI REDDY
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extinct by way of siltation, breaches
and encroachments etc. The self-
sufficient villages of Telangana have
become drought prone areas with the
extinction of water bodies. It thus
becomes a paramount importance to
scientifically assess the water
resources, store every drop of
rainwater to minimize runoff and soil
erosion and use the available water
judiciously based on scientific
considerations.

Keeping in view of extinction of
water bodies, tanks, lakes and ponds,
upscale the benefits from such water
bodies and associated drainage
systems, there is a need to revisit our
age old practices of irrigation. There
are 46,531 minor irrigation sources
irrigating a total area of 7.63 lakh
hectares in Telangana State.
Considering all the aforementioned
issues related to the tank irrigation,
the Government of Telangana has
launched a gigantic, marvelous,
fantastic, populist and people
centered scheme to repair, renovate
and restore the village ponds under a
scheme named as Mission Kakatiya
(mana ooru-mana cheruvu) in a
decentralized manner through
community involvement. This
programme is people centered and
creates a landmark in the history of
Telangana State like Kakatiya
Kingdom. However, care must be
taken to protect the natural drainage

network systems while implementing
such programmes.

The protection of natural drainage
network systems is possible if the
inter basin areas stream orders,
drainage patterns and the connectivity
of water bodies within the drainage
basin are not disturbed. This is
possible if the implementation is
based on watershed approach which
is referred in the concept paper
prepared by Ministry of Water
Resources, Government of India in
the year 2009.

The benefits of this type of
projects are improvement of selected
tank systems, improvement of
catchment areas and inter basin areas
of the drainage network, self-
supporting system for sustainable
management of water bodies, ground

water recharge, increase in storage
capacity of tanks, improvement in
agriculture/horticulture productivity
and increase in recharge of ground
water in downstream areas of water
bodies., environmental benefits
through improved water use
efficiency, irrigation benefits through
restoration of village ponds,
supplementation of the groundwater
use and promotion of conjunctive use
of surface and ground water,
development of tourism, cultural
activities and more specifically
increase of availability of drinking
water.

The positive results out of this
project depend on regular monitoring
of the project at each stage.
Monitoring has to include the
maintaining of both physical and
financial progress and the outcome.
Monitoring will be done with the
association of the standing committee
of the local government. Evaluation
and impact assessment of the scheme
will be done by independent agencies
on regular basis for acquiring positive
results of the scheme to enhance the
quality of rural people of Telangana
State.

(The author is Professor of
Environment at JNT University,

Hyderabad)
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Here is a rarest of the rare photograph shared by
Air Veteran ex Sgt V Govinda Raju. The picture
shows 96-year-old Marshal of Indian Air Force

Arjan Singh paying last respect to the departed President
APJ Abdul Kalam at Palam Air Force Base recently.

The fit looking Marshal Arjan Singh was born on

April 15, 1919. He joined Royal Air Force as Flight Cadet
in 1938 and became Pilot in 1939.

Arjan Singh participated in Second World War and
was awarded with Distinguished Flying Cross (DFC) by
Lord Mountbatten in 1945 and after 1965 war with
Pakistan he was awarded Padma Vibhushan.

At the age of 45, he became Chief of Air Staff. After
serving for five and half years as the longest and youngest
Chief of Air Staff, he retired in 1969.  Till his retirement,
Arjan Singh has flown 65 different types of aircraft.

After retirement from Air Force, he was appointed
Ambassador to Switzerland and later Kenya. Later, he
served as Lt Governor of Delhi and was also member of
Minority Commission. He was honored as Marshal of the
Indian Air Force on January 26, 2002 for his
distinguished service in various fields. It is equivalent to
Field Marshal in Army.

Marshal Arjan
Singh- Still
young @ 96
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Telangana State Biodiversity Board
(TSBDB) has been working for
conservation of biological diversity,
sustainable utilization of the
biological diversity and fair and
equitable sharing of the benefits
arising out of the utilization of
genetic resources.

Speaking to The News, Member
Secretary of the Board, C Suvarna
said the government of Telangana
has created the board in October

2014 for the purpose. The board is a
statutory and autonomous body.

The board has planned to
constitute Biodiversity Management
Committees (BMCs) and preparing
People’s Biodiversity Register
(PBRs) at potential areas of the state
based on the financial and technical
support from the NBA and state
government, she said adding that
NGOs and research organizations
were involved in PBR preparation.
Required orientation has already
been given to the BMC chairpersons

and member secretaries on
preparation of PBRs and funds have
also been released accordingly. As
many as 957 BMCs have been
constituted so far, she said.

Suvarna further said that
Ameenpur Lake in Patancheru
mandal of Medak district and
surrounding areas have been
identified for declaration of
biodiversity heritage site since the
lake has rich biodiversity and the
whole ecosystem was under threat
because of encroachments, ground

TSBDB striving to conserve
biological diversity
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water mining and industrial
pollution. BMC has just been formed
and documentation of biodiversity
profile of the area is going on.
Besides the above, some other sites
are also under examination and
discussions.

“The board is in the process of
collection of database on tradable
bioresources along with data on the
stakeholders who are dealing with
those biological resources. The board
team has visited various research and
scientific institutions, quarantine
stations viz. animal, plant, drug
control organizations for collection
of details of the biological resources
which are utilized for commercial
purpose,” she said.

The board has started activities
for creating more awareness among
the stakeholders who are dealing
with biological resources for
commercial purpose and identified
the stakeholder groups namely
scientific institutions, universities,
colleges, line departments, BMC
members, traders, NTFP collectors,
NGOs, GCC, farmers, forest officers
and civil judges. 

SUVARNA CHANDRAPPAGARI – A PROFILE
She is a 1991 batch IFS officer belonging to
Telangana cadre. Currently, he is the Member
Secretary of Telangana State Biodiversity
Board.
With a degree in M.Sc (Agronomy), she has
done Ph.D with rural development department
on women and forestry. She is a Hubert H
Humphrey Fellow (Fulbright Fellow) 2005-
2006.
She has written two books ‘Beyond Training: Analysis of APFA
Database’, which was published by APFA, Hyderabad in 2008 and
‘Women and Forestry’ in association with R Suguna Kumari and C
Sudhakar, which was published in 2008 by Associated Publishers,
Ambala Cantt., India
Suvarna received appreciation from NABARD for achieving
commendable micro-credit linkage during 2003-04, from state level
bankers committee for bringing out excellent coordination between
government and nationalized banks during 2003-04 and again from
NABARD for micro-credit performance during 2004-05.
Before becoming the Member Secretary, she worked in various
capacities as under:
Special commissioner, Rural Development - March 2010 to Jan 2015
Director, Andhra Pradesh Forest Academy – August 2006 to March
2010
Director, SHGs, Department of Rural Development - July 2003 to
August 2005
Project Director, DRDA and Dist. Water Management Agency,
Anantapur - Jan 2001 to July 2003
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Have you been feeling
persistent or recurrent pain
in the lower back of late?

You are not alone. Lower back pain
affects one out of 10 people
worldwide, causes more disability
around the world than any other
condition and accounts for a third of
all work-related disability, according
to a study.

Though the reasons could be
varied, one of the important
contributing factors behind the
nagging back pain is the incorrect
posture, experts say.

It means that you can
considerably cut the chances of back
and neck pain and other allied
illnesses by maintaining the correct
posture while sitting or standing. But
how would one know that the correct
posture is being maintained while

sitting in a chair?
"Good posture mainly refers to

maintaining your body in a correct
alignment with respect to gravity so
that the body structures such as
ligaments, muscles are in the least
stressed position," sports therapist
Megha Bhatnagar said.

In the modern urban lifestyle,
where white-collar jobs require
people to sit for long hours, it is
imperative to take good care of spine

Sit straight to stay
away from pains
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health. One of the least
interventionist and easiest first steps
is to maintain the right posture while
sitting.

According to a Sydney School of
Public Health study, the highest rates
of disability due to back pain are
found in Asia and parts of Africa.

"Improper posture in the long-
term can give rise to chronic neck
and low back problems. Therefore, it
is very important to maintain a good
posture whilst sitting and standing,"
Raju Vaishya, senior orthopaedic
consultant said.

The right posture decreases stress
on ligaments and muscles holding
the spine in an erect position, reduces
abnormal wear and tear of the joints,
eases strain on the muscles and thus
prevents neck pain, back pain,
shoulder and knee pain and the like.

"Sit up with your back straight
and your shoulders back. Your
buttocks should touch the back of
your chair. All three normal back
curves should be present while
sitting," Bhatnagar suggested.  "A
small, rolled-up towel or a lumbar
roll can be used to help you maintain
the normal curves in your back," she
added.

To achieve the right sitting

position, sit at the end of your chair
and slouch completely. Then draw
yourself up and accentuate the curve
of your back as far as possible. Hold
for a few seconds. Release the
position slightly (about 10 degrees).
This is a good sitting posture,
according to Bhatnagar.

"While sitting in a chair, keep
your knees even with or slightly
higher than your hips. Your legs
should not be crossed," she advised. 

According to Yashpal Singh
Bundela, senior neurosurgery
consultant at the BLK Super
Speciality Hospital here, one should

not sit in one position for more than
30 minutes.

"Also, you should adjust the
height of your chair so that your
thighs come in a parallel position to
the floor," Bundela said.

Besides, there are a few more
precautions that experts say one
should always keep in mind. For
example, when sitting in a chair that
rolls and pivots, don't twist at the
waist while sitting. Instead, turn your
whole body.

Similarly, when standing, do so
by straightening your legs. Avoid
bending forward at your waist.

"Try and go to your colleague's
desk and discuss rather than over the
inter-com or through chat,"
Bhatnagar said.

One can also use backrests
available in the market. "Backrests
can give sufficient support to the
lower back and are especially useful
for people who cannot keep their
back and buttocks splinted against
the chair at all times," Vaishya said.

Also, it is important to have a
good chair. Poor furniture does not
provide ample support to back and
thighs and thus, poorly designed
chairs may create problems in the
long run, experts warned. 
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Chaturthi
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'Gan' means  jan samooh (general people)
and 'esh' means supreme or Lord. Lord
Ganesha is the supreme deity of the normal
man, the guardian of the spiritual world and the
first energy to grant access to the higher
dimensions, also known as the pratham pujya.  

Elephant-head symbolises supreme
intelligence, the human body with large belly
symbolises a reservoir of energy stored in the
manipoorak chakra at the navel. Ganesh is the
child of Mahadev, the supreme purush, and Adi
Shakti, the mother of the creation.
Riddhi(prosperity) and Siddhi(spiritual powers)
are married to Ganpati, which indicates Ganpati
is an energy which bestows spiritual as well as
worldly boons, confirming the philosophy
given in shastras, that attainment of worldly
pleasures is essential for attainment of higher
realms- moksha or liberation.

In Sanatan Kriya, the first sadhna given to
a sadhak is Ganpati sadhna and Ganpati jaap,
which opens the doorway to lokas beyond the
bhu-loka, the physical dimension in creation.
The jaap and mala is received from your Guru,
who channelizes the energy into mantra paving
the route for its siddhi. Sadhaks at Dhyan
Ashram who have been seriously practicing the
various mantra siddhis, have had physical
manifestations of the various gods. . It is
important to move the maala while chanting.
When the maala moves, the shakti of mantra

gets accumulated in
the maala and its
meru. The various
tantric mantras
have their prayog
later in sadhna, you
use them for a
specific purpose and
the use happens
through the meru.

Ganesh Chaturthi is the
day when the energy of
Lord Ganesh is most
easily accessible to
human beings.  A
yagya performed
on this day under
the guidance of
Guru with the
purity of thought
(bhaav), chant
(uccharan) and
offerings (samagri and
samidha), unlocks the
doorways to the subtler
dimensions, enabling
one to realize his/her
true potential.  Such
a yagya has the
effect of purifying
the home and the
karmas of the
participants,
stimulating the
process of
manifestation of thoughts
and desires, as experienced on
a daily basis by sanatan kriya
practitioners at dhyan asram. If you wish to
experience the power the of an authentic vedic
yagya, you may contact Dhyan Ashram.

YOGI ASHWINI







The News You Like   September, 2015      RNI No: APENG/2013/48048      P.R. No. LII/RNP/HD/1187/2014-16    (DOP: 1st of Every Month    DOP : 13/14-09-2015)


